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The wise men of all nations have got together to see if they can find a way of getting rid of war
altogether. The first thing that is wanted is co-operation among all the nations. Co-operations is a big word, but
it simply means working together. If nations can learn to work together as friends, they will soon find a way of
setting their disputes in friendly way. Instead of being jealous of each other and suspicious and proud of their
rights, they must learn to be friendly and reasonable and anxious to help each other. And the second thing that
wanted is the rule of law. Just as the citizens of a country have laws and agree to obey those laws, so all nations
must agree to laws and feel bound to obey and support them. If all nations work together for the common good
mankind, and agree to obey the laws then they will never fight each other and there will be no wars.

Gandhiji was a devout nationalist. At the same time, he was internationalist par excellence. In a letter to
Dr. Julian Huxley he wrote, “The very right to live accrues to us only when we do the duty of citizenship of the
world”. According to Gandhiji it is not nationalism that is an evil, it is the narrowness, selfishness, exclusiveness
which is the bane of modern nations which is an evil. “Indian nationalism wants to organize itself for the benefit
and the service of humanity at large,” he writes. A country has to be free in order that it may die, if necessary,
for the benefit of the world. “ My idea of nationalism,” observed Gandhiji spiritedly.” Is that my country may die
so that the human race may live. There is no room for race hatred there”.

A great part of Arabia is desert. Here there is nothing but sand and rock. The sand is so hot that you
cannot walk over it with your bare feet in the daytime. Here and there in the desert are springs of water that
come from deep down under that ground-so deep that the sun cannot dry them up. These springs are few and
far apart, but wherever there is one, green grass very soon covers the ground all around it. Soon fig trees and
palm trees grow tall and graceful making a cool, green, shady place around the spring. Such a place is called
oasis.

The Arabs who are not in the cities live in the desert all the year found. They live in tents that can be put
up and taken down easily and quickly. So that they can move from one oasis to another, seeking grass and water
for their sheep, goats, camels and horses.
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